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TESTIMONY ON SENATE BILL NO. 2915, RELATING TO MOTOR VEHICLES. 
 
TO THE HONORABLE LORRAINE R. INOUYE, CHAIR, THE HONORABLE ROSALYN 
H. BAKER, CHAIR, AND MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEES: 
 

The Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs (“Department”) appreciates 

the opportunity to testify on S.B. 2915, Relating to Motor Vehicles.  My name is Stephen 

Levins, and I am the Executive Director of the Department’s Office of Consumer 

Protection (“OCP”).  The Department supports this bill and offers the following 

comments. 

This bill adds a new section to Hawaii Revised Statutes (“HRS”) chapter 286 that: 

(1) prohibits the sale, importation, installation, distribution, and manufacturing of 

counterfeit supplemental restraint system components, nonfunctioning airbags, or 

airbags that do not meet federal safety standards; and (2) defines certain terms relating 

to supplemental restraint systems. 
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 A motor vehicle’s Supplemental Restraint System (“SRS”) is a sophisticated 

network of airbags and sensors designed and tested to work in conjunction with the seat 

belt system to enhance passenger safety in certain types of motor vehicle crashes.  The 

SRS transmits impact data to a control unit that determines the timing and the order of 

airbag deployment to best protect the occupants.  In a collision with enough force, the 

control unit triggers a propellant that precisely inflates an airbag in milliseconds. 

Airbags, a critical component of an SRS, generally deploy in two stages depending on 

factors like collision impact, seat position, and occupant weight.  For the SRS to deliver 

all safety benefits, all components must work as designed; therefore, any changes to 

the system can affect performance.  Using counterfeit airbags that do not integrate with 

the SRS or perform poorly during a collision can result in severe injuries or death. 

 The problem of counterfeit airbags has become such a serious public safety 

concern that in 2012, the National Highway Safety Administration (“NHTSA”) issued a 

consumer safety advisory to alert motor vehicle owners and repair professionals to the 

dangers of counterfeit airbags.  NHTSA warned consumers that counterfeit airbags 

consistently malfunction in ways that range from non-deployment to expulsion of metal 

shrapnel.  Therefore, anyone who installs a counterfeit airbag in a motor vehicle places 

the occupants at risk for severe injuries or death.  A motor vehicle’s safety systems are 

supposed to protect, not injure.  Accordingly, the Department submits that the criminal 

sanctions in this bill are appropriate to deter anyone from selling or installing a 

counterfeit airbag.   

Also, the Department requests an amendment to page 4, lines 13-14 of the bill, 

to clarify that criminal remedies are not exclusive: 

 

 (d)  A violation of this section is a class C felony. 

 (e)  The remedies prescribed in this chapter are cumulative 

and in addition to any other remedies provided by law.  

 (f)  As used in this section: 
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     "Airbag" means a motor vehicle inflatable occupant 

restraint system device that is part of a supplemental restraint 

system. 

 

 Thank you for the opportunity to testify on S.B. 2915.  I would be happy to 

answer any questions the Committees may have. 
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